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OUTSIPERS ARE THE FOOT
SOLPDIERS OF THE OLD
ONES, GODPS WHO'D RULED
THE MORTAL WORLD IN THE
TIME BEFORE MEN.

THEY COME FROM A
REALM BEYONDP THE NATURAL
WORLD, OUTSIPE EVEN THE

THOU SHALT NOT
OPEN THE OUTER
GATES.

WITHIN THE FIRST FEW
MOMENTS OF THE
OUTSIPERS” ATTACK, THE
COUNCIL LOST ANOTHER
TWENTY-THREE WARPENS.

IT WAS AN ABSOLUTE
MASSACRE, BUT IT WAS
ABOUT TO GET MUCH
WORSE.
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STOP STANDING THERE
LIKE MANNEQUINS-- WE'VE
GOT BLOODSUCKERS
INCOMING!

EACH OF YoOU
TAKE A SIDE OF THE
HOUSE--YOSHIMO, YOU'VE

GOT THE $OUTH SIDE!
BILL, YOU TAKE NORTH,

RAMIREZ HAS WEST,

AND I HAVE
EAST!

NOT YET--
NOT TILL WE'VE
BEEN INVITED
INSIDE!

SOUNDS
LIKE THEY'RE
ALL AROUND

ONE ;HERE’G
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AT THAT MOMENT...

N\

CONSIDER
YOUR “DEFENSES”
BREACHED,
WIZARD!

DON'T WORRY,
LITTLE WARDEN.
T'LL COME BACK

FOR YOU--
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WARDENS,
I GIVE YOU MY
FELLOW VENATOR)I
UMBRORUM.

AND NORRIS

" 15 ATTENDING TO

MR. MCGUCKIN, WHO
WAS WOUNDED
DURING THE
BATTLE.

PLEASED TO
MEET YOU ALL, BUT TIME 15
OF THE ESSENCE--WE HAVE
MINUTES, TOPS, BEFORE THE
VAMPIRES GATHER THEM-
SELVES FOR ANOTHER
ATTACK.

IT STILL MIGHT
BE POSSIBLE TO
MAKE A RUN FOR IT,
ASSUMING YOU HAVE
TRANSPORTATION--

WE'RE NOT
LEAVING NOW,
WARDEN.
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IT WAS A NERVE TOXIN,
PROBABLY SARIN.
el

BY THE TIME LUCCIO ANP HER PEOFLE

REACHED THE SCENE, A HUNPRED AND
| FORTY THREE WARDENS HAD BEEN

MURPERED--ALONG WITH THOUSANPS
: OF MORTAL CIVILIANS.

IN A SINGLE HORRIFIC
STROKE, THE REDP COURT
HADP ALL BUT WIPED OUT

THE WHITE COUNCIL.

IF THE WAR WAS GOING
TO BE SALVAGED, THEY &
WERE GOING TO NEED TO
RECRUIT A TON OF
NEW WARDENS...

; /NN
N ...AND THEY COULDN'T
AFFORD TO BE TOO
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WITHIN MINUTES, THE
VENATOR| JOINED THE
= BATTLE, FIRING MILITARY-
GRAPE WEAPONS FROM
SEEMINGLY EVERY

I COULPN'T
GRATEFUL FOR THE SUPPORT OR
WORRIED ABOUT WHY THE HELL A
BUNCH OF SCHOLARS HAP THAT KIND
OF ORPNANCE ON HAND. i
", WE
WERE PRESSING OUR LUCK

= REMAINING OUT IN THE
OFPE
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...AND THE HELL OF IT /5, THE THREE OF
THEM ARE WILLING TO FOLLOW MY
ORDERS LIKE I'M SOME KIND OF
SUPERNATURAL DWIGHT EISENHOWER.

YOU AND
YOUR WELPS ARE
GOING TO DIE
SCREAMING,
WIZARD!

AFTER FIGHTING ALONGSIDE LUCCIO A

FEW MONTHS BACK, I'D GOTTEN AN IPEA
OF ST HOW FAR I HAD TO GO IN TERMS
WIELDING MAGIC WITH PINPOINT CONTROL.

§

I WAS STILL
MORE OF A
BRAWLER--

|

| -—-WHICH sUITED

OUR CURRENT

| SITUATION JUST

FINE.
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¥
4

WA AN

W I PON'T KNOW WHY, BUT WE'VE B
BEEN LED INTO A TRAP.

"v O ¥

SOMETHING /S HIPPEN IN THIS
{ PLACE, YET THE COUNCIL PIPN'T
: SEE FIT TO TELL US WHAT.

ENOUGH THAT THEY'RE WILLING TO
EXPEND AS MANY VAMPIRE LIVES
AS IT TAKES TO GET IT..

...WHILE ALL I HAVE AT
MY DISPOSAL ARE THREE
INEXPERIENCED WIZARDS

AND A HANPFUL OF MORTALS
WHO'RE EVEN MORE SCARED
THAN WE ARE.

THEY WERE JUST TOYING
WITH U5 BEFORE—IT'S
GOING TO TAKE NOTHING
SHORT OF A MIRACLE TO
GET U5 OUT OF THIS.

-

AFTER ALL,
THEY HAVE ALL
NIGHT.

—

7o be cortinued..






OEBPS/Images/image00048.jpeg
LOOK, RAMIREZ AND I CAN
STAY BEHIND TO COVER YOUR ,
ESCAPE, WHILE YOSHIMO IT'S RISKY,
AND MEYERS GO BUT A WHOLE LOT
WITH YOU... LESS RISKY THAN TRYING
TO MAKE IT THROUGH
THE NIGHT HERE.

CATHERINE
IS RIGHT. WE
STICK TOGETHER,
NO MATTER

LOOKS LIKE
WE BETTER GET
TO FORTIFYING

THIS PLACE.

1 KNOW THAT.
BUT MCGUCKIN
CAN'T BE SAFELY

THERE'S NO
WAY WE'RE
LEAVING
WITHOUT
HIM.

1 MIGHT BE
MORE AFRAID
OF SCHOFIELD
THAN THOSE
CREATURES...

35IGH: I'M TOO
OLD FOR RUNNING,
ANYWAY. 50 YES, 1
CONCUR WITH MS.
TAYLOR.
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WE MUST HAVE RUN FOR AN HOUR
STRAIGHT. MY LUNGS WERE BURNING, AND
I KNEW MY HAMSTRINGS WERE GOING TO |

FEEL LIKE HELL IN THE MORNING.

YO/
WARDEN SHFF<
DRESDEN...

... THAT AND THE
/ THOUGHT OF SPENDING
A NIGHT WITH AN HONEST-
TO-GOD FARMER'S ‘
\ DAUGHTER SOON AS WE /
B\ GET THE BOOKWORMS £
. TO SAFETY. —

I MEAN, I MAY
NEVER BE IN IOWA
AGAIN--IT'D BE A HELL OF
A THING TO DEPRIVE THEM
OF EXPERIENCING THE

RAMIREZ MAGIC.
DAMN,

MEYERS,
RUNNING'S THE
ONLY THING
\ KEEPING ME
A\ WARM...

WHICH HAS
NOTHING TO DO
WITH MY WIZARDRY
SKILLS...

RAMIREZ'S
| MACHISMO BELIED A
N WARRIOR'S HEART.

HED PRETTY MUCH SAVED
MY LIFE THE SAME NIGHT
YOSHIMO BROKE HER LEG.

f| OF MY THREE CHARGES,
| HE'S THE ONE I'M LEAST
WORRIED ABOUT...
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AFTER
SICILY AND THE
CONGO, FOUR 15
ALL THEY CAN
SPARE.

50 THE RUMORS
WERE TRUE. THEY
MUST TRULY BE
DESPERATE

AND ONE OF
THEM APPEARS
TO BE HARRY
DRESDEN.

IMBECILE!
YOU SPIT THAT TERM
AS IF IT DENOTES
WEAKNESS...

ONLY FOUR
WARDENS? THE
COUNCIL MUST

NOT KNOW
WHAT'S IN THAT
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GET IT?
BIT OFF MORE
THAN YOU
COULD...

LOOKS
LIKE Y'ALL MAY
HAVE BIT OFF
MORE THAN YOU
COULD CHEW.
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MOST PEOPLE ON THIS LITTLE BLUE
| ORB GO THROUGH LIFE THINKING THE
WORST THINGS THAT CAN HAPPEN ARE
WHAT THEY SEE ON THE 6 O'CLOCK
NEWS EACH NIGHT.

KNOWING THAT THERE ARE
OTHER TERRORS LURKING
IN THE PARK OF NIGHT--
TERRORS AS OLD AS MAN
HIMSELF--WOULDP MAKE
LIFE UNLIVABLE FOR THEM.

FOR A LONG TIME, THOSE
PROTECTORS WERE ABLE
7O KEEP THE THINGS
THAT GO BUMP IN THE
NIGHT AT BAY.

BUT NOW WAR HAS
BROKEN OUT--ANP AS OF
FOUR MONTHS AGO IN
SICILY, THE GOOP GUYS
ARE LOSING.
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I COULD ONLY TRUST THAT THE Y, / N\
ABILITIES OF My COMPANIONS | A @S
WERE EQUALLY UP TO THE TASK. ||l 0\ vy

e w@ —-—r

A
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WHY WOULD
THEY BE DUMB
ENOUGH TO ANNOUNCE
THEMSELVES?

PROBABLY
BECAUSE THEY'VE
GOT US GREATLY

\ OUTNUMBERED.

I HATED TO SCARE THEM LIKE THAT, BUT IT =5
WAS THE TRUTH, AND IF WE WERE GOING TO W g
HAVE THE FAINTEST SHOT AT SURVIVING, THEY g -

NEEDED TO UNPERSTAND THE SITUATION.

I GATHERED IN
MAGICAL ENERGY,
PREFPARING TO BEND
IT TO MY WILL.

IT WAS THE RAW POWER
OF CREATION, AMPED UP
BY MY OWN FEAR
AND ANGER.

NONE OF THESE K/P5, EVEN
RAMIREZ, HAVE HALF MY
BATTLE EXPERIENCE.

YET I'M ASKING THEM TO
LAY DOWN THEIR LIVES FOR
REASONS THAT AREN'T
ENTIRELY CLEAR...
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THANKS TO THE ACTIONS
OF THE MERLIN AND THE
GATEKEEPER--THE COUNCIL'S
TWO MOST POWERFUL

WIZARDS-~ S
--WE WERE ABLE TO
DIVERT OUR WOUNPED TO [E5
A HOSPITAL IN THE CONGO. [\ /

l IT WAS DAYTIME, AND THE PLACE WAS
FORTIFIED BY POWERFUL WARDS--
THERE WAS NO WAY FOR THE
VAMPIRES TO ATTACK IT.

L/

50 THEY EMPLOYED
MORTAL SLAVES

INSTEADP--AND THOSE »
SLAVES DIPN'T BOTHER
WITH BULLETS OR BOMBS.

Wl 74ey yseD
i)
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THE

A REAR GUARD POSITION WHILE
WOUNPED WERE EVACUATED THROUGH

A PORTAL TO THE NEVERNEVER.
THEY KNEW THE VAMPIRES
A WOULD THROW EVERYTHING

THEY HAD AT THEM TO

PREVENT ESCAFE...

... WHAT THEY COULDN'T KNOW
15 THAT THE BLOODSUCKERS
AUGMENT THEIR FORCES.

WOULD SUMMON OUTSIPERS TO
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... WE'RE
GOING TO HAVE
TO MAKE THE
LAST FEW MILES
ON FOOT.

“LAST FEW MILES"?
THAT'S GOING TO BE
CUTTING IT CLOSE. WE
CAN'T HAVE MORE THAN A
FEW HOURS BEFORE
SUNSET.

NGHHHHH:

IF THAT. YOU
UP FOR THAT
LONG A WALK,
YOSHIMO?

SHOOT, IT'S
ALMOST WORTH IT
TO GET OUT OF THAT
BACK SEAT. WAS THIS
CAR DESIGNED FOR

MIDGETS? E

WHO SAID
ANYTHING ABOUT
WALKING?

| ONE HAS SPIRIT | SHE'S WAY

>

» I1LIKE THAT y OUT OF YOUR

i LEAGUE, HOS5.

YOSHIMO SUFFERED A
BROKEN LEG ABOUT FOUR
MONTHS BACK, PURING A
MASSIVE BATTLE.*

BASED ON MY OWN
EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE
WITH BROKEN BONES, I

GUESSED SHE WAS ALMOST
HEALED. A LONG DPISTANCE
RUN IN THE COLD WAS
GOING TO BE FPAINFUL.

*IN THE NOVEL DEAD BEAT. - [RICH]

THE OTHER TWO
MEMBERS OF MY TEAM
WERE CARLOS RAMIREZ

AND “"WILD BILL” MEYERS.

THEY ALL HAD
SPIRIT, NO DOUBT
ABOUT IT...

...BUT SOMETIMES

THAT'S JUST ENOUGH &

7O GET YOU KILLED.
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IN THE NEWS - MAY 2014

DYNAMITE ANNOUNCES
BLOOD QUEEN, A NEW
DARK FANTASY EPIC
DEBUTING IN JUNE

Dynamite Entertainment proudly announces
the upcoming June release of Blood Queen
#1, the first issue of an ongoing dark fantasy
comic book series by the creative team of
writer Troy Brownfield and artist Fritz Casas.
To commemorate the launch, Dynamite has
commissioned artists Jay Anacleto, Ale
Garza, and Sergio Fernandez Davila to pro-
vide the series' captivating cover artwork.

"I'm really excited to be working on Blood
Queen for Dynamite," says Troy Brownfield,
perhaps best known for his fantasy work on
Grimm Fairy Tales. "I've always liked books
that pull together different genres and man-
age to work on a few levels, and that's defi-
nitely something that we're doing here.
We've got the horror element, the fantasy
element, and we have medieval drama and
all that entails. That means knights, witches,
monsters, warring kingdoms, star-crossed
lovers, betrayal, and loads of secrets. Or, as
| like to call it: a great time."

Set against the fairytale backdrop of knights
and magic, Blood Queen begins with the
heartbreaking plight of a royal child, teeter-
ing between life and death. Summoned to
save the princess, a young woman of untold
power begins a journey that will uncover
secrets, reveal forbidden desires, and stoke
the fires of war. Inspired by the notorious
true story of the Countess Elizabeth Bathory,
Blood Queen imagines the Renaissance era
as a colorful nightmare of mayhem, lust, and
sorcery.

"In terms of characters, one of the central
issues is the idea, ‘How are the evil queens
of fairy tales made?'" says Brownfield. "lt's
less a deconstruction like Wicked and more
of a look at what could make a fundamental-
ly good person go bad. Then again, that's
not to say that it's always going to be the
person that you expect, and it's not going to
happen in the ways that you think you'll see
coming. We want to deliver twists, turns
and shocks. We'll also deal with questions of
power: who has it, who earns it, who takes
it, and why."

Writer Troy Brownfield has a lengthy history
as a comic book writer, journalist, and col-
lege professor. He began working in comics

on the journalism side, founding
ShotgunReviews.com and notably con-
tributing to Newsarama, The Pulse,
Newtype USA magazine, and more. He was
Associate Editor for Fangoria Comics and
The Scream Factory. In addition to creating
the webcomics Sparkshooter (with art by
Sarah Vaughn) and Solo Acoustic at
Sparkshooter.com, Troy has written for the
likes of DC Comics, Dynamite, and
Zenescope, where he was the regular writer
on Grimm Fairy Tales: Myths & Legends
from 2012-2013. Blood Queen is his first
ongoing series for Dynamite.

Fritz Casas, the artist of Blood Queen, has
contributed extensively to the Dynamite line
in recent years, depicting dynamic, gor-
geous female characters in such titles as
Miss Fury, Red Sonja: Berserker, Kirby:
Genesis: Dragonsbane, and Queen Sonja.
"Fritz Casas is doing amazing work," says
Brownfield. "It looks incredible."

"Troy's writing is fresh and brings a great
take on the character." States Dynamite
Publisher Nick Barrucci. "Troy's first project
for us was a Buck Rogers Annual he wrote
years ago, which was nominated for an
Eagle Award. | can't say express how
pleased | am that we are finally able to work
on a new project together. Fans will be
amazed by Blood Queen."

Cover artwork for Blood Queen will be pro-
vided by Jay Anacleto (Warlord of Mars, Red
Sonja) and Ale Garza (Deadpool, Teen
Titans), while Sergio Fernandez Davila
(Legenderry: A Steampunk Adventure) has
created a Retailer Exclusive Variant image
that can be tailored to promote individual
comic shops.

Blood Queen #1 will be solicited in Diamond
Comic Distributors' March Previews catalog,
the premiere source of merchandise for the
comic book specialty market, and slated for
release in June 2014. Comic book fans are
encouraged to reserve copies of Blood
Queen with their local comic book retailers.
Blood Queen will also be available for indi-
vidual customer purchase through digital
platforms courtesy of Comixology, iVerse,
and Dark Horse Digital.

To discuss this and more, log onto the Dynamite forums at

WWW.DYNAMITE.COM/BOARDS

NEXT ISSUE:

JIM BUTCHER'S  [IZVIYIG *2

ISSUE #2

The Siege is on! Harry Dresden and
his team of young Wardens are
trapped in an isolated house sur-
rounded by hundreds of Red Court
vampires. But are the Vampires really
after the Venatori Harry and co. are
there to save, or are they after a big-
ger prize? And if there is another rea-
son for the Red Court's presence, why
didn't the White Council tell their
Wardens? Harry has an entire night to
discover the truth...if he can keep his
charges alive for the next twelve
hours or so! This all-new, pulse-
pounding original story of the
Dresden Files continues!

DYNAMITE.

» Visit us online at www.DYNAMITE.com

B Follow us on Twitter @dynamitecomics
Like us on Facebook /Dynamitecomics
Watch us on YouTube /Dynamitecomics

Nick Barrucci, CEO / Publisher

Juan Collado, President/ COO

Rich Young, Director Business Development
Keith Davidsen, Marketing Manager

Joe Rybandt, Senior Editor
Hannah Gorfinkel, Associate Editor
Josh Green, Traffic Coordinator
Molly Mahan, Assistant Editor

Josh Johnson, Art Director

Jason Ullmeyer, Senior Graphic Designer
Katie Hidalgo, Graphic Designer

Chris Caniano, Production Assistant
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...SPEAK OF THE
HANDSOME DEVIL, WELL, RAMIREZ WAS THE BEST OF THEM,
AND HE SHALL HE BETTER COMPLETELY SOLID IN A SCRAPE,
APPEAR. . : APPEAR AT THIS BUT IF HE DIDN'T LEARN WHEN TO
. DOORSTEP CUT THE MACHO ACT HE'D GET
FASTER. HIMSELF--OR A FRIEND--KILLED.

OR WORSE. THERE |5
ALWAYS A WORSE IN
OUR LINE OF WORK.

y EASY, HARRY.
LISTEN...HEAR THAT? NO
SCREAMING, NO GUNFIRE.
FIGHT'S OVER, FOR THE
MOMENT.

THERE WAS, INPEED, A
SUPPEN QUIET. BUT RAMIREZ
WAS RIGHT THAT IT WAS
ONLY FOR THE MOMENT.

IF YOU'RE
VENATORI, YOU
SHOULD KNOW
WELL, HOW THIS
WHAT ARE WORKS.
YOU WAITING

FOR? WE NEED AN
INVITATION.

MY NAME
IS CATHERINE
TAYLOR, AND 1
HUMBLY INVITE
YOU INTO MY
HOME.
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I'M THIS 1S MY TEAM--
HARRY--WARDEN WARDENS RAMIREZ,
DRESDEN. YOSHIMO, AND

MEYERS.

WE WILL
GET YOU SAFELY
OUT OF HERE,
MS. TAYLOR, 1
PROMISE.

IF YOU'RE REFERRING
TO FORTHCOMING
REINFORCEMENTS, DEAR,
T'LL BE GREATLY

RELIEVED. ' THAT GOUNDE[?
BUT YOU UNGRATEFUL, I'M

ARE ALL THE SORRY.
COUNCIL SENT,

CORRECT? PLERE

FOLLOW ME, AND
T'LL INTRODUCE
YOU TO MY
COLLEAGUES.

EVERY ALARM IN MY HEADP WAS GOING
OFF. SOMETHING WAS OFF HERE,
SOME IMPORTANT BIT OF INFORMATION
HAD BEEN WITHHELD FROM U5.

SOON AS
THERE'S AN
OPENING, I WANT
YOU SCOPING
THIS PLACE
OUT.
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BAD ENOUGH THE VAMPIRES ARE
|| WINNING THE WAR. BUT THE WAY THE
| MISSION HAD BEEN INITIATED SPEAKS

TO SOMETHING MORE TROUBLING...

B ro0sE cve THE
0?7525 DON'T NECESSARILY
TRUST EACH OTHER.

WHATEVER WE WERE HERE
FOR, THEY'P TAKEN NO
CHANCES WITH SECURITY.

NOT TO OPEN OUR 027525

UNTIL WE REACHED THE
TOWN OF MONTEZUMA,
IOWA...AND THEY'D BEEN
MAGICALLY ENCRYPTED.

VENTATOR.... ?
WHAT IN THE
WORLD ARE THEY
DOING IN THE
MIDDLE OF
IOWA?

WHAT'S THAT,
DRESDEN? CAN'T
HEAR YOU OVER

THE SOUND OF
ALL THOSE
HORSES!

INTEL SAYS THE
RED COURT'S GOING
TO ATTACK A GROUP OF
VENATOR/| UMBRORUM
STATIONED HERE--WE NEED
TO GET THEM OUT OF DODGE
BEFORE SUNSET.

@UEfﬂON”THE VENATOR|
BEING A SECRET SOCIETY
OF SCHOLARS WHO
PROVIPE AlP TO THE
COUNCIL--AND I DIPNT
LIKE THE ANSWERS THAT
SPRUNG TO MIND.

WE'LL
FIND OUT SOON
. ENOUGH.

HATE TO
TELL YOU THIS,
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LOSE TONOHE THEv DIE
...WHEN IN FACT IT OR RETREAT IN SHAME. IF
MEANS THE COUNCIL WE LOSE, NEITHER OF

HAS BECOME LESS
THOSE LUXURIES ARE
PREDICTABLE, AND OPEN TO US.

THEREFORE MORE
PANGEROUS. DRESDEN

THEY HAVE IS A THREAT WE
GIVEN A WARDEN'S CANNOT AFFORD TO

CLOAK TO THE WIZARD UNPERESTIMATE.
THEY CAN LEAST COMPRENDE?
CONTROL.

Y ~YE 9/
BARON
BRAVOSA.

NEXT STAGE OF Ngh
OUR ASSAULT. AN
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YOU HAVEN'T : )
{ BEEN TURNED | .
FOR LONG, HAVE f ZINS]

WE ONLY
DIE IF WE ARE

STUPID.

I DON'T
UNDERSTAND,

YOU HAVEN'T FULLY
RELINQUISHED MORTAL
IMPATIENCE.

MORTAL LIVES
COME TO AN END--
NO MATTER HOW CARE-
FULLY OR RECKLESSLY
THEY LIVE, DEATH IS
INEVITABLE.

THUS, THEY ARE
CRIPPLED BY A HYPER
SENSITIVITY TO THE
PASSAGE OF
TIME.

50, 1 TESTED
THE WARDENS' SKILLS
AND DEFENSES, THE
BETTER TO UNDER-
STAND THEM.

ALL, WE HAVE )
ALL NIGHT.
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THE WARPENS OF
THE WHITE COUNCIL ARE
DAMNED POWERFUL
WIZARDS. INCORRUPTIBLE.
THE BEST OF THE BEST.

' SOME OF THEM HAVE BEEN ON THE

JOB FOR NIGH ON A CENTURY, AND
EACH WOULD GLADPLY LAY POWN THEIR
LIVES TO PROTECT THE INNOCENT.

AND IN SICILY, THEY CAME
IN WAVES, ATTACKING THE
WARDENS LIKE RABID,
KAMIKAZE POGS.

BUT WHEN YOU'RE FACING AN ENEMY
THAT CAN REPLENISH ITS RANKS EASILY
ANP DOESN'T UNPERSTAND THE CONCEPT
OF COLLATERAL PAMAGE, YOU'RE AT

A FUNPAMENTAL DISAPVANTAGE. e

/ ”
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EXCEPT INSTEAD
OF FLYING MACHINES
PROVIDING THE CARNAGE,
IT WAS A LEGION OF
BLOOPTHIRSTY
VAMPIRES.

THAT'S WHEN THE REDP COURT
UNLEASHED THEIR BIGGEST, || THINK PEARL
MOST AUPACIOUS ATTACK YET HARBOR.

ON THE WHITE COUNCIL.
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JIM BUTCHER'S

A secret conflict is raging across the world, from the shadows of ancient Sicily
to the nighttime streets of Chicago—a war between the vampires of the Red Court
and Wizards of the White Council, protectors of the innocent.

The bad guys are winning.

In fact, the Council is so desperate to reinforce their decimated ranks that they've
turned to someone they've long considered untrustworthy: Harry Dresden.

Now a Warden, Harry's been tasked with leading a team of young, inexperienced
wizards—and their first mission will determine the outcome of the war
with the Red Court...
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IN OTHER WORDS,
DESPERATE TIMES,
DESPERATE MEASURES.

THE COUNCIL HADP NO OTHER CHOICE

BUT TO PRAFT A LARGE NUMBER OF
WOEFULLY INEXPERIENCED WIZARDS
TO FILL OUT THE WARPEN RANKS...

...NOT TO MENTIONA |
| CERTAIN BLACK SHEEP
L

YOU SURE
YOU DON'T HAVE
ANYTHING FASTER
AND WARMER,
DRESDPEN?

LIKE MAYBE
A HORSE AND

HILARIOUS, N
RAMIREZ. JUST
HAND ME THE

ORDERS.

YOU'RE THE '\
BOSS, WARDEN
DRESDEN.

WARDEN DRESDEN. .. EVEN
AFTER FOUR MONTHS, IT
STILL SOUNDED STRANGE.

NG

FOR YEARS, THE COUNCIL HAD
TREATED ME LIKE A PANGEROUS
OUTCAST--NOW THEY HAD ME
LEADING MY OWN SQUAP OF
GREEN RECRUITS ON A TOP-
SECRET MISSION.
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DOESN'T
SEEM VERY FAIR,
YOU GETTING ALL

THE FUN--

--BUT
YOU'RE THE

GET TO THE
HousE--T'LL
HOLD THEM

OH, YEAH,
PEACHY. THIS 1S
LIKE A REGULAR
TUESDAY NIGHT

SIGN OF
RAMIREZ?
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A SUPPEN SQUALL ANP THE SOUNP
OF SOMETHING LARGE CRASHING
INTO THE UPPER BRANCHES OF
TREES TELLS ME YOSHIMO'S
USING HER WIND MAGIC TO

THE FIRST TEN SECONDPS
OF THE ATTACK.

ONLY ABOUT :
TWELVE MORE HOURS
70 GO.

STILL
TIME FOR YOU
\ MURCIELAGOS s
TO BACK y <
OFF-- .

o \\\ /\
% %’ \ > --OTHERWISE,
S ‘\

P

IT'6 GOING TO
— BE A LONG
NIGHT.

\ii 4
(/
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...BUT EVEN HE WAS

ST Agg%z ﬂé ;A’EEN X : MINUTES ARE UP,

M AMIGOS... ... TIME TO
VAMOOSE.

WE RAN, ANP RAN SOME
MORE. I PUSHED THEM

HARD, BUT THERE WAS NO
OTHER CHOICE. KNEW--OUR MISSION HAD

ALREADY CHANGED.

THERE WAS NO WAY WE couLD

GET THE VENATOR| EVACUATED

BEFORE SUNSET, WHICH MEANT
WED SEE COMBAT.

MOVE!

IF NIGHT FALLS |
BEFORE WE REACH |
THE HOUSE, THOSE |

PEOPLE ARE
DEAD!






